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The Director 
Federal Bureau of Investication 


Hiret Sutton, Adninistrative Assistan 
Bureau of the Budget : 


Attached letter 


The enclosed letter, whitch has been 
referred to us, cones, I belteve, more properly 
within your domain, I am, therefore, sending 
tt on for your tnformc tion. 


The orgtnal of thts meno, together with 
enclosure, was sent to the Justice Dept. 
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Branch Office J. 4. 4. C. P. 
Madisonville, Ty. 
18-21-46 
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President Farry. 8. runan: 
Fa sk ingt on, D. C. 


Dear Str: 


Fe wish an inned tate investie 


gation by the FM of the incident and 


urge th. criminal charges be pressed 
. the officers partictpating tn 
November 18th's outrage by the department 
of Justice concerning Attorney ¥zrshal and 
others, Fe also wish anple protection 

of laryers tnd dartieipants in subsequent 
trails held in Tennessee, | 


Yours for Action 


E. C. Cates, Pres, 
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at som. 


I. 


* 


* 4 * 94 ¥ — b . „. 1 
* 2 — - 3 . ome . 2 9 . 


r, FRI 
dated Dee enber 21, 


e 77 FS a oe = 


K 37 4 Prone $A hereto te a letter dated Decenber 
7 eb, addressed to the Prestdent of the United 
States and etgoned by the adove-tdentt/ ed tndtutdual. 
It wos received by the FAI via the Bureau eof the Budget, 
Since tt te belteved te be a matter of princtpal tnterest 
to the Departaent, I an referring tt Rg you for whate 
2 action you deen advisable, Mie letter has not 


aoknowledged,. 
ts — 


D 
NOT: Handled per suggestior o 
who stated that on the basis of 


S 
Md 


lett2r it wee not possible to posttiv, ify the 
incident to which tt referred. however, 
wis Oo the ortnion that tt mioh } tack on 


certain defense attornes of Jegroes who were being 


tried in Colvntte, Tennessee, in connection with the 
recent riot there. 


January 20, 19647 


Res COMPLAINT BY ,h,’ hmmm 
REGARDING CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATIONS 


5 Jen returning herewith the letter addressed te 121 under 
Cate afi December , 1966 by Mr. Thurgeeé Marshell — 1 eZ Counsel 
of the Battenal Assectation fer the Advencenent ye deres People 
— Daf ense and Educational Fund, tn whteh Mr. Mershell ts 
ertttcoal af the work af the FEI tn tnvestigating eases tavelutag 
degrees. ° 


In order that you may be fully eduteed eoneerntag the facte 
with reference te tndtutdual eases raferred te ta Mr. Marshell's 
letter, I am setting out Acreafter tafernation concerning these 
sttuations and I en, tn eddttion, ettaching herete « „ reply 

, te Mr. Marshall's letter. I nust state, however, thet I frankly 

„ Ce not expect Marehall te sccept any factual explanation af the 
ettucttons about whtch.he hee complatned, beeause I have found fron 
previous dealings with Aim that he te most careless es te the truth 
end facte tn the eharges whtch he nakes sgatnet the FBI. Indteative 
af hts attitude, I might petnt ent that under date of Mey 10, 1946, 
Ir. Marehell addressed te me a letter tn ted he charged niscenduct 
on the part ef Spectal Agents af the Bureau tn condueting eases 
Gnvelutn; negrees end tn tatervtewtng negrees. The ehargese nade dy 

’ 4 Marshall were, tf true, ser tens ones. 


By letter dated May 14, 1946 eddressed te Mr. Marshall, I 
ascured hin that I would not telerate any acts of atacenduct on the 
rt of Bureau agente and explatned te Ata that I would conduct en 

edtate adutnistrative taquiry tate the charges made by hia tf 

„ fe would furateh the names af the persone making the conpletantes 

„ ri inst the Bureau agents, ta order that I eould deterntne the ) 

ee 7207727 of the agen alleged 8 tn misconduct. I went , 
| te sone length tn my letter of 14th te expletn te Mr. Marshell 

“eS Chet “etringent dtectplinary cetten ts taken egetast any specte! 

— ee agent whe, by any ect, prejudtoes the Bureau's program af conduc: 

8 ereugh, rttal end entirely ethteal and legel investigations 

„ Of ell eases". Despite ny request for tdentifying date whteh would 

' peratt me te nake tnvestigation tate Mr. Marshall’s eharges eget 

| Burecs agents and despite ny eseurenee te Atm that dtectplinary 
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the Attorney Seneral 


ast ten de taken where fustifted, Mr. Marehell hes ag 

ed ny Letter of my 24th or Suratehed ner uten 

would perntt ne te fnvesetigete the charges . . 
IJ belteve that Br. Marohell"e ebuteus heettitty te 

Sureau dontnctes the thinking af Ate essocetates ta the leg 

opera tene the Mattenal Assectetion fer the Advane af 


Colered @o JZ atght petat out thet whan the wes n 
goa vor ing te 4 eetiacation tnt ese taveletne « 


~~ a 


reac a¢ declined 49 iin. eien te ue on the 
grounds shot Franklin Z. Fitne, Couns Of the 772 

tet fen for the Advengenent of Colored ple, had tnretruc ted 
Atm net te talk te the FOI except ta 7641 ence end with 
the pernteston af Filltans. According Wiiltene hed 
stated, ta referring te the PAI, thet "They on your 616 
they are on the goveranent”, atght be noted tn tate 
ettuatten tha 8 the vietin af en coseult end the bey | 
witness ta the eu’s efforts te conduet an tnvestigation te 
deterntne whether there had been 6 violation I Cévt2 
Bights Statutes. fhe vestriettens placed upe the 
7. 4. 4. C. . representative resulted tn constde ese delay 
tn the tnvestigation af thte case. | 


1 
Mershell ettes the 12727002727 Ane tag ease near Monree, 
Georgie, as en exanple 7 the @ de tnvestigations eenducted 

@n thts type Of ease. believe that 6¢ ehould be potated oud to 
Marshall tr eennection with that ease that eo thereugh and ezheusttive 
investigation has been conducted, ta the course Of ted nearly 
8,800 people have been tateruiewed, and that the bessten af 
eppreztnately 106 witnesses was heard by a Federal Grand Jury et 
Athens, Geergte, whitch Gread Jury dtd net return ery tadtotuente. 


— 


Marehall refers elee to the Columbia, Tennessee, rece rtet 
on Februcry 85 end 36, 21966, en tnvestigation of whitch was conducted 
by thte Bureau end reperts eubattted te the Crintnal Divtsten under 
the capttesn “Raetal Violence Columbia, Tennessees testi Bighte end 
Denestte Vielence". You will recall that at the conelusten Gf the 
tnvestigation tr thet ease 411 the feste were presented te 
Federal Grend Jury end thet et the eonclusten of the testinesy, the 
jury expressed the opinion that there had been se violation Gf any 
Federal etatute and further connended the law enforeenent affteere 
For thetr aanner tn Gling the ettuation. 
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oat ee 
m fer the Attorney General 
4 ated 
4 na — 

me 


ens ta Ate letter, rsd! 1521 end thst » 1 
"Fae @ strengthening af the Federal Civti Rights 61 1 
but guest tens Ghe affeettiveness af eny & 

Sens end convtettons de a0 

the etatutes already ta fore 


Aareal thet the tue cased raferred te ed 
| for pete sti rights stetutes with elear 


) 


rether than the fetiure af the Burress or the 
operating under the present Afghly eontrevers 


Marehall nakes the further stetenent Ghet the . 4. . 6. h. 
hee weed tnezpertenced tnavesttgaters whe heave been abies te preduce 
the nenee F the nendere node end refere epectfteally te the 
2 Minden, Leute tan nb Beperte aveetigation tn 
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Deen me Pelease af 
reese by 0 @ mob af nen who took then 
7 severe 1 whieh Jones Sted but 
‘ Yr radfotuents have already been hended down agent 
end three private 
AAA , : J r E umber of eye witnesses, 
sone of whem were neghees, have tdenttfted sene of members af 
the nob and ene negre tafernent reported what he belteved te be a 
List of the tadfutducile tinvelved but hed neo evidence te oudetantiate 
hie beltef. I dbelteve dt should de pointed out te renal tict 
altheugh tafernatien es te suspects tn seme eases has been furntehed 
dy the J. 4. 4. C. . or tome Of Ste representatives, the furnteh tag 
ef such nanes af suspects dees not constitute @ solution te a parti- 
eular ease although ,t does lend {nvaluedle aeatstance. Actuall 
the real problem ia these esses 16 to ebdbtatn deftatte end eoncrete 


evidenee edatestbdble tx court te prese the tdentity of the tadf{utduals 
respons be. 


In referring te tre 9 Riek, vou 11 
recall f 1 71 , ng 6 | 
whteh reeulte: : 
! A A. Wat Ne . 4.4. e.. 112 
8 see and the nane la 
tt ts te 


had ectually ecourred et Batesbur 
witnesses were produced te utel 
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viewed GEE persons euggested by the F. 4. 4. C. J. and furn 

tnferaesttes $e governnent ettorneyee : 
rute Marshel2"e z fer thet the er dee eat 

dies end pre fudtee in conducting taves stens tavelutag 7 


8 5 * 
* — Wong 


I belteve that o few eases where succesaful proseeuttens have been 
haé te efusl rights eases should be efted aad that Marshell should 
be taforueéd in ne uncertete terns that all fnvestigations gen- 
duo ted by the Bureau ere conducted tmparttally and without regerd 
te the race er color of any persons tavelved. 


ee pectfully, 


‘John Edgar Zeover 
‘ Sir ester 


ad 1727 8 
22 “9 22 fy 
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. Thurgood Merehell, | 

Speetel Counsel 

A. . C. Legal Dafense gad rere: Pund, 2 
30 Fest 40th Street, 

Jes Ter 18, How Yorke 


Beer Mv. Marehellie 


Fate wtil cetnowledge recetpt of your letter dated 
Deeenber 37, 1966, prtuartiy concerning tavestigations conducted 
by the FEI ta casee taveluing Fe e Yeu nabe reference te 
eur epeetfte eases conceratag whteh IF wish te nate 6 fae 
pertinent counentec 


The Siret case referred te by you te thet tavelutag tre 

Billtag ef the fem Negrees near Noaree, Georgte. IJ wish te potat 
out thet as coon ce the report of that ertue was recetved, en 
fuvestigatten was tamediately taatttuted by the FEI on 26% 
2 Srem nee A eren end exhaustive tavestigattes, 

en tavestication confronted with nan obstecies, Aas continued 
ever a per ted af severed neonthes end te date nearly 3,800 tadtufe 
anale tn the ooh setae 4 gg Georg 333 heave been tatervt ened. 
IJ reeently tnetructed evtdence developed be 
presented te eo Federal grend grand Jury se Sor eoustderation and exch 6 
grand jury sttting at Athens, Georgte, recently heard the 
testtneny of apprestuately 2 ‘be wettnesses. At the conclusion af 
this test sas, the Jury Cté net see [tt te return an tadictuent 
— any af she athe ake on 1 4 22 ar ane fa thte 
SPURS dees * 5 & Optaten grand jury, 
conatitute a vielettes F a Federal statute. 


It te te be noted that ah after the grend 
Reer tung, om January 1, 1947, one Of the Jegre wuttaceses, me hed 
2 Sed, wae alle 741 eaten by twe white en, ASB Snvesttcatton 
anedtately tnstituted and the FSI took inte custody the tue 
— bal tenes reepenstble. Freon the tafernction cbtet ba 
den be ne deudt that the FOI das deen coreafully cad thoroughly 
Suvestigating every phase af thts ase. 


7 — Yeer — fa your pe. Senter to the dfeturdence at Coluabdte, 
— on end 30, 1944 concerning whieh an tavestio 
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Sieh reference to ate case, I at 


eounended the lew enforeenent af. 
een e. | 


You potated out én pour Jetser that I 
Fer @ strengthentag af the Feterel Ciut2 Sights 
Ghat the developuente ta Che ase referred te abeve show 
weekness (a by the Fal, but rether 
gala. The otatutes 
nee 


ad 


Then 6 nd jury 
pertteuiar case, fee 


a Che FRI and the 


Depertucnt af Justtee ere powerlese te preeeced e £ belteve 
$¢ 86% most unfatr te plece en the assets 3 SA 
Peapenstbtli¢ty fer the fatiure af e grand return an tastet 
„n te return e verdtes af gutldy men 11 
suatliadle evidence eoupletely end taparttally ebtetaed 
and earafully presente. 


You 81e eteted that in the recent Minden, ante 
ease tnuexpertenced tavestigaters 2 ergantsation were * 
te preduce the nares f neubere mobo Te te egunent ttt 
56s fe the duty af every person, as a eftizen these Ontted 
States, te furnioh to proper exthertties any tnfornatiton ta hfe 
pesseseten econeerntag the eountssten of a ering. An tnezpert enced 
Saveatigater, or any privete fadiy ean, in many eases, furateh 
the naneo af tndtutduale suspected Of having ecounttted s partte 
er ine and euch tnfornatten fe frequently Gf great caste tance. 6: 
the tavesttgation af that erinee The mere nantag poete, 
hewever, de not constitute 6 solutten te the ering. 48 GE 
attorney, you are eertataly aware thad We reel tavestigettive pr 
Jen ertece én en case ta sbtatning poattive, esncrete evtdence 
edatestile ta court whieh will prove without e doubt tha 
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MSN raference te the onan, £8 appeers fren 
our comnents that you are net. on af the @ ts. 
rictrally reperted by your ergeataction ead by 
* = 9 4 beating securre | 
@ Nane 0 ae 
tnvestigetteon eand S On BAS FEL ee Mice the 
fnotdernt ecovrrred con Li 
and that th “6 * 7 2 7 1 
Tour organ tr rae Bor prtetr tndtctdueles whe 
were riding on the Gane bus with Zand FI sgente 
tnterutewed these persons end furnte eouplete reperte af te 
fecte tn thetr possessten te the gorer ment attorney for hte use 
ein presenting thts ease to the grand Jury end the tr genre. 


In peur letter yeu have referred te eases tek have, a8 
yet, not resulted tn sotual cenvietionse and penttentiary sentences. 
You tnfer that thte ts due te bias end prejudice on the part af 
the FEI tn conducting Snvestigattense of eases tnvolving Fegreese 
In order te tndtoate the lack ef foundation fer euch en accusation, 
I should Itke te rafer yeu to a few af the recent eases tnvelving 
the Citi 1 of Negrees Riek have been tnvesttgated by Re 
FEI and whtch have resulted tn eonviettons and sentences. 
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4 short tine 490 an Ne wae conducted of the 
alleged beating and eudsegu death ef oe Tegre San Noyadden 
result eote 0 

The evicence developed Frasiected s 
2 7 . Jo radden te qunp fron a brite 
over the Suwande R hte death ta the river below. On 
October , 1568 was found gullty ta Federal court fer 


vtolating ene @ tutl Rtohkte Statutes, Section 52, Title 18, | 
9. 8. Code, and recetved the mazinum sentence under that statute. 


In ans ther ease nine defendants, tnoludtng ene ferner 
Sher tf and three ferner deputy ehertf{fe, were convicted tn the 
unt ted States Distrtet Court et Danville, Jllinets, en Decenter 
2790 vtelations af the tet Atghts Statutes W ten erese Gut 
of the Btlltng af Janes 5. Person, 6 Negre, wre was en route US 
Chtcage from Tennessee at the tine he was shot. 
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ord Apr _ 3966 ens | 
35 8 Torq Coreline, 
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t J bnew that Director Foover of the Fer hae acde vicerexe 

forte te condvet Arend, complete and tupertie! tavestt cations 

; 8 every ease ta watoh there has been an ellegetten af « vteletton 

Of eclotl wighte. Unfortunately, he has not elusys reeetved 

. Complete eooperatten, Folia tat Freun your erpantsas tes, tn Afe 

orte te earry out these tavestigstions. J reeall that Me 
Hoover edutsed we of the letter whieh you addressed te ta on May 
40, 1946, tn which you nede charges of tupreper conduct on the pers 
ef épeotal Agente the FBI. . Hoover has advuteed ue that by 
@ letter dated y 14, 1946, he outitned te you his peltey af 
requiring Bureau agents to refratn, 6% all Sines, fron ary 
Weatatenents, conduct er cet te mich ere prefudietal in any way | 
to the rights ef any persen under tavestigation er being tn2teruteved"™, 
In hte setter af May 10th, Mr. Hoover ados ed you that "stringest 
étsctplinary eetton fe en against any Spee ta Agent whe, by eay 
ect, prejfudtece the Bureau's pregrem Of eonducting Seren 
fapartial end entirely eta tea and legal tnvestigattoen of 441 
eases". In that letter, r. Foover requested you to furnteh hin 
with pee fie data concerning the baste of yeur eonplatnts, ted 
were of d general nature, relative te the conduct af Buresy agents 
fn orcer that he 5 intttate en Sanediate adutnte trat tee 
snuestigation. Sy Ates Letter he eseured pen that, tf fects were 
developed whitch would substantiete your charges, he would teke 
ꝓronpt a@tectplinary aetton. . Hoover Acs expressed to ne Ate 
regret thet * never saw Fit to eneser Afe letter of Moy 14, 1946, 


er to furnteh any tafernction upen watch he could predtoate en 
fnaguiry inte the charges Ried yeu made. 


¢ Further tndteattyve af the unwilltngnese af yeur essoc b E 
yon | te cooperate with the FBI, I destre te invite pour attention 046 


ndue ted sene nente ace tate the eharges that he 
Seuth Carelina, assaulted and caused 
7 blindness af fate case te referred te herete/ 
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Wer det yeu 11 reesl] thet when FEI egentse wi 
escertata tie bag facte tn ate esse sse, 
he taferneéd the agents thet upon the Snetragum 
e Willfane, Counsel af the t ess! Acsoctatien | 
@e Advancenent af Colored People, he was not te furatern taser 
Sten te FEI agente. tnterostewed without Me appre a/ 
Ar. 611 tasse. queted Mr. Wtiltane ee etatting that 
the FBI egente eothey ere on the stde af the 
gevernaent™,. Atzen net a defendant tn thte 
ease but wes ectually d 17 upon whose csoperction the 
FEI was required te depend, the restrietions tmpesed upon hte 
Etscussten of the feets tn Ate ease with the urea cgente caused 
eonetderadble unnecessary delay tn the tnvesttgatten thie case. 


Pernt? ne to eseure you thet ¢¢ fe end elwaye has been 
the poltey of the FAI to corduet ell tnvestigattens Af vieletteons 
af Federel Jaw tna Ay ag unbtased manner withexut regerd te 
the rece, celor er religtous belief any persone tavelved._ Tz 
bnew of no tnetance fa the Afstory of the FBI tn whteh any i 
statenents te the eontrary have any te in faet, To thie end 
I soltott your atd and aestetance and that of yeur sesoctates tn 
bringotng te my at tent en and to that of Mr. Hoover any spectfte 
facte teh you belteve justify our constderctten. 


Stnoerely youre, 


(Signed) Tom C. Clark 
Atterney General. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: The 1947 T P officials for New Orleans, La. 
the same as Ger 


8th Annual Youth Conference of the NAAC 
Orleans, Novembe: g 


(noe 85 approx ma y Tlity Gelegates at 


REFERENCE ¢ Report of Special Agent dated 


(LX?) 


bMberars: At New Crleans, Louisiana: 
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The Pittsburgh COURIER, Louisiana edition, negro | 
on January h, 1947, set out the names of the newly elected off 


noted that these officers are the same as those serving for the year r 18 
and are as follows: 


* 
DANIEL . 
REVEREND 
BENNETT B. 
ROBERT J#DELAH 
JOSEPH WeeNELSON, Treasurer. 


The Board of Directors and Executive Committee elected 
is set out as follows: 


A. Fr LANEUVILLE 

REVEREND MR. NORRIS 

MRS. MADA Lo 

REVEREND J. K 

REVEREND K.Ar@S8LOAN 

MRS. GERTRUDE GATSS@"DOJNEY 
THULAS J. DUN 

TLFREDRUBERT 

J CSEPH®RKZEMARD 

MRS. ALME-¥ALLEY 

BISHOP E. Pe"MURRIS-KELLER 

TAYLOR BErFRANCOIS 


JOnix Bre-ROUSSZAU,JR. 
c. CraDESvOIE, M. 
CORD TSA 

ARTHUR PIPCHAPITAL 
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‘Instant article noted above sets out the names of the 
Junior NAACP officers as follows: 


HERALD PRE CE, President 

CHARLY ILL, lst Vice-President | 

PIEKMS™CHARLES, 2nd Vi ce-President_ — : 
, OLGAJACXKSON, Secretary 

GAYNED“MATTHENS, 4ssistant Secretary 

JAKE, Assistant Secretary 

GLORI@-BANOIR, Treasurer 


The Executive Committee members consist of: 


FORD“BUTLER, Chairman 
CONSTALCE*2S.. 1S, 
GZRALS=¥A LLEY 
MARION E: OSO 
T RORTON 
CARLTON“PICOU 
NORMANGEURNTON 
ROS 


The N Orlems INFORMER AND SENTINEL, negro newspaper in an 
article dated vctober 5, 1946, announced the Eighth Annual Youth Conferen 
which would be held during the period November 21-24, 1946 at New Orleans 
Louisiana. The article stated that this conference will hold its largest 
and most im-:ortant meeting in the history of the NAACP. Thearticle state 
that RUBY>aUnLEY, Youth Secretary of the NAACP urges every council and college 


chapter to send delegates to the New Orleans Conference. The purpose of the 
conference will be to combat segregation, discrimination and race intolerance. 
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12 Wu dated December 7, 1916, 5 
ence stating that over fifty delegates met in Now Orleans for 4 
According to the article highlighting the meeting was the apr are 
(OODARD, World War IT veteran who,the article stated, was blin * — 
wrolinian policeman four hours after he was discharged from the fA last 
spring. The Dillard University Youth Chapter acted as host to the convention 
and the meetings were held at Dillard University and the Booker T. Washington 

Auditorium, The theme of the conference was "Youth Must Be Heard". The 
following individuals ep at the conferences 


LK ioe 8 * sae Vity, spoke on 
utive Secretary of the State of 


—— 


DANIEL NH W, Executive Secretary of the La. NAACP, 
. conducted sessions on "The Freedoms*® 
A. P ub, NAACP Attorney, discussed the topic 
"Taxation without Representation® 

MRS. RUBYNWIRLEY, Nat 1 NAACP Youth Secretary md 

DR. GEORO CSO D, Professor of Economics at 
Dillard University lead a discussion in 
"Planning a Course of Action®, 

OLIVERNYCRTN STON, NAACP public relations director 
and MADISON JONES, IR., NAACP Administrative 
Assistant, also appeared on the n alae 3 
according to the wticle. 


et > RE ae 


: The New Orleans INFORMER AND SENTINEL, negro sald ial in 
an article da:ed January lth, related that the NAACP had registered a complain’ 
with the New Orleans Police Department, that a negro | OM of 41264 Tals 
Street, had been beaten by the police department 1 officers of the Fir 
Precinct Station in New Ur lans when he attempted to report that he has bo 
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leans, the Pittsburgh COURIER 

dated August 3, 1916, stated that the and the People se League 
of New Orleans, «ere making a strong drive in urging local colored citisens ——-—- -- 
to register in order that they might vote in the Louisiana primaries of 
September 10, 1915, €or elections of Louisiana Congressmen. The article 
stated that MST JN RIGHT is the Promotional Secretary of the People's 
Defense League, to have the citizens register and that DANIEL B. NL, 
President of tne NAACP of Louisiana, has charge of that organization. The 
article stated that night classes for those who are interested in learning - . 
to register would be held every night at Holy Ghost Hall at 8:00 P.M. under 
Council 52, the Knights of Peter Claver and at the People's Defense Lea ue, 
2437 Second Street. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION 
AT New ORLZANS IA: 


Will continue to follow and report the activities of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in New Orlems, 
uilsima,. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


atirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following s 
this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 10) 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) , 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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TO THE DIRECTOR 


120 Mr. Edw. A. T 
SUBJECT: 


Chit IAG —.— 
3 note the attached letter 7 to The Attorney General: — 
by Thurgood Marshall, General Counsel of the NatięgnalAsseeistieg fo 
vancement of Colored People, in which the Bureau is criticized. 
furnished this letter to me last night advising that The Attorney eneral___ 


d asked him to take the matter up with the Bureau and have an appropriate 


memorandum prepared to The Attorney General with the suggested reply. Copies 
of the letter have been prepared and transmitted to Mr. Ladd in order that an 


appropriate memorandum apd answer may be drafted i — 
Mee 3% UN. 
Attachment 2 n K A sDEXES ca a . 

7 W. 5 


0 EABPMAT iC 


-CCemr. Ladd, wit copies NAACP letter 
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Mw. Thurgood Marshall, 

Special Counsel, 

I. A. I. C. P. 10231 Defense and Biucationel Fund, Inc., 
20 West hoth Street, 

New York 15, New York. 


Dear Mr. Marshall: 


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated December 27, 1916, 
primarily concerning investigations conducted by the FBI in cases involving Ne- 
gross. You make reference to four specific cases cases concerning which I wish to 
make a few pertinent coments, 


The first case referred to by you is that involving the killing of the 
four Negroes near Monroe, Georgia. I wish to point out that as soon as the re- 
port of that crime was received an investigation was immediately instituted by 
the FBI on epecific instructions from me. A thorough and exhaustive investi- 
gation, an investigation confronted with many obstacles, has contimed over a 
period of several months and to date nearly 2800 individuals in the vicinity of 
Honr oe, Georgis, have been interviewed. I recently instructed that the facts 
and evidence developed be presented to a Federal grand jury for consideration 
and such a grand jury sitting at Atheng,Georgia, recently heard the testimony 
of approximately 106 witnesses. At the conclusion of this testimony, the jury 


did not see fit to return an indictment against any of the individuals suspected 
of complicity in this crime. 


It is to be noted that shortly after the grand jury hearing, on January 
1, 1947, one of the Negro witnesses, who had testified, ws allegedly beaten by 
two white men. An investigation was immediately instituted and within three days 
fran the date of the alleged beating, the FBI had taken into custody the two men 
believed responsible. From the information obtained there can be no doubt that 
the FBI has been carefully and thoroughly investigating every phase of this case. 


You referred, in your letter, to the disturbance at Columbia, Tennessee, 
on February 25, and 26, 196, concerning which an investigation was conducted by 
the FBI. I wish to point out in this connection that after ea most thorough and 
complete investigation had been conducted, all of the facts and evidence @eveloped 
were considered by a Federal grand jury, All individuals who were in any way 
nected with the disturbance, or who had any information concerning the ma 1 J 
were called to testify before the jury, and after hearing the complete testin 
of all witnesses, the jury concluded that there had been no violation of a 
Federal re 


ening of the oe Civil Rights Statute. I believe that the | developments in 
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eint and refuses to hand — an N 

Justice are powerless to proceed further. I believe it 110 most unfair Te" 

on the investigating agency the responsibility far the failure of a grad FF 
to return an indictment, & of a petit jury to return a verdict of guil , 


all ava.lable evidence has been completely and impartially obtained 
presented, 


You also stated that in the recent Minden, Louisiana Case, inexperienced 
investigators of your organisation were able to produce the nazes of nex 


of 
the mob. I wish to coment that it is the duty of every person as a citisen of 
these United States to furnish to proper authorities any information in his 9 4 
session concerning the commission of a crime. An inexperienced investigator, er 
any private individual can in many cases furnish the names of individuals us 
pected of having cenm t ted a particular er ie and such information is frequently 
of great assistance in the investigation of that crime. The mere naming of sus- 
pects, however, does not constitute a solution to the crime. As an attorney, 
you are certainly aware that the real investigative problex arises in any tase in 
obtaining positive concrete evidence admissible in court which will prove without 
any doubt that the suspected party is in fact the party responsible. I am not at 
liberty at this time to comment more specifically regarding the Minden, Louisiana, 
Case, which is presently pending, but I will say that a very thorough investigation 
by the FBI has been inn fert is still in progress. 
le 

With reference to the it appears from your coments * 
that you are not in possession gare facts. es original 
by your organization anc 


nL is wid ware 9idine oo <ul ‘sane bas with 
but your 9 that you were able to produce eyewitnesses is H 
the facts. 


From the investigation conducted by the FBI and from testimony intro- 
duced in the trial of this case, it is clear ti no eyewitnesses to 
the alleged bea: ing which resulted ir ne witnesses produced 
by you were able to testify only as tO Whe acts that Occurred on the bus duri 
trip and at the time of | 


In your letter, you have referred to cases mi ch have as yet not resulted — 
in actual convictions and penitentiary sentences. You infer that thie ls due to 
bias and prejudice on the part of the FBI in conducting investigat lone in cases in- 
volving Negroes. In order to indicate the lack of foundation for such an accuss 
I should like to refer you to a few of the recent cases involving the Civil Righ 
of Negroes which have been investigated by the FBI and which have i oul ed in ct 
victions and sentences. 5 


— —— 


*-~e- 9293 — — — — 
- ; * . * 


. oa . 5 
over ‘the ‘Sevannee River to his death 7 tr 
Crews was found guilty in Federal court for violating one of the Ci 


Statutes, Section 52, Title sical D. 8. Code, and received the naxinuz sentence 
under that statute. | 


In another case nine defendants, including one foraer sberiff ox three = 
former deputy sheriffs, were convicted in the United States District Court et 
Danville, Tllinois, on December 9, 196, for violations of the Civil Rights .. 
Statutes, which arose out of the killing of James B. Fersen, a Negro, who was 
en route to Chicago from Tennessee at the time he was shot. 


On Movember 19, 1918, Willian McMillan, @ registrar of voters in Ashe 
County, North Carolina, was convicted in Federal Court for violation of the 


Civil Rights Statutes for depriving a Negro of his right to vote in a Federal 
election solely because of the Negro's color. 


Similarly, on April 1, 1916, Robert W. Lewis and John 8. Brom, regis- 
trars of voters in Washington County, North Carolina, were convicted of 
violations of the Civil Rights Statutes for their refusal to register as voters 

- several Negroes because of their colar. 


These cases illustrate without any doubt that where an actual violation 
of the existing Civil Rights Statutes, as interpreted by judicial decisions, has 
occurred, the FBI has used all the facilities at ite disposal and in the face of 
many obstacles to conduct a canplete, thorough and exhaustive investigation with- 
out prejudice toward anyone. I wish to state further that it is and always has 
been the policy of the FBI to conduct all investigations of violations of Federal 
law in a completely unbiased manner without regard to the race or color of any 
persons involved, and I know of no instance in the history of that Bureau in 
which any statements to the contrary have any basis in fact. 


Sincerely yours, 


Attorney General. 
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7.4... . LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATIQUAL FUND, INC. 
20 Vest 40th Street, eu Tork 18, Fe Yo 


Lengecre 35-6890 
Desenber , 1946 


Hon. fon C. Clark 

Atterney Generel 

J. &. Departnent of Justice 
Washtngton 25, D. e. 


Dear Mr. Clarke 


You wtlZ remenber that sonetine ago, I egreed to brino 
to your personal ettenrtien natters which affect Vegrees tn 
eonnectton with the Depertment of Justice. fhe Federal urea 
of Inuert tat ion has done @ geod feb on peonage tn the South. 
With the exception of peonage, the record of the F. Be 1. in 
tnvestigating eases tnuelving Negreesa has been notedly ones tded, 
fhe tnabtlity of the Fo Be Ie to tderttfy eny members f the ine 
mob tn the Mcnroe, Georgta, Iynehtnge ts the lat est ezeuple of 
this. In the disturbance at Columbia, Ten ese ee, on February 85th 
an d &6th of thie year, tt te reported that F. 9. I. agents were 
eent tn almost tamedtately and were supposed te have nade 6 
thorough and conplete investigation, yet, they were unable te 
produce the nane of a single tndtutdual reeponetble for the acte 
of 19 and the destruction of the property ef the Fegroes 
in that tome | 


In the past, the . 4.4. C. P. and dt Rer ergantzations have 
used 1 taped {nvestigatore who have usually bem edle te 
produce the names of the members of the mobe. In the recent Min 
Loutetana, Iynehtnp, the President of eur Yew Orleane Branch, 
with no experience ag en tnvestiogtor, was able te prodzce the 


nanes of menbere of thst mob. Jn the besttng A 1 Feeder by 


Offtcer Shull, in Dot eeburg, Se Cog we were ad 
witnesses and the nane of the police offtcer. 


3 1288 * “es * « n fe . ‘ N 4 3 — * 2 ay 
es „„de ~ . 7 1 1 4 J 
ke 3 CP Bhs ee 2 Sei yeep „ 5 F 
~ R * ee “= . „ * a * . . a = % 1 f * 


* * 
„ ey * 
— an PE * 
* : * 5 N 


7 1 
F 


SG. ate „ ee et ® * 


Decenber 87, : 


ome 
2 


P. J. J. has estedltehed Phys Steelf da tnoonper 
recerd for 8 out persons vielettng eur federal Jeng 
great record eztends fron the prosecution af Ge tene opted « f 
seboteure, who ere trated ts the needed af evadiag Rt segues 
end errest, to nondesortps heodlume who eteal cheap eutinedi ries 


y 
Ss 
N 
ee 


end drive the ere etate Itzce. On the other hend, the Fo Bo I 
hae been unable te téentify or bring te trial persone charged wth 
vt olet tiene of federal Statut o where Negrees ere the vietine. n 


@ recerd dexronstrates the uneven Gdntatatration af federal] ertatnel 
statutes, which should net be tolerated. 


You have celled fer «a. 39 af the Federal tot! 
Rtghts Statutes, yet, I an eure tt Se apperent thet there weulg 
be very little use to etrengthen these Civil teste Stetutes = 
tf the J. Be J. Continues tte poltey af being unedle to preduce 
the nanes of persons gutlty of u ertned. 


You wtll remenber that Set ten 49 of Title & prevides thet 
you end ether efftctele ef the Federal Gevernnent ere speetfteally 
required, at the expense ef the United States, “te tastitute 
prosecutt on egainet all persone violating any ef the pres et ens 
of Chapter 8 of Title 18 eee and to cause ue persens to be 
arrest ed and inprisoned, or batled, for trtal bafere the Court 
of the Untted States or the terrtterial ceurt Rheving eognt sence 
of the offense.” This etatute places an eddittens] burden upon 
you end ether Jew enforcenent tete le of the Federal Goveranent 
over and above ether duties tacluded ta the eath of offices Fer 
this reason, ZI belteve that you, os Attorney n era of the Ontted 
States, have the elear duty and response bt id y of making 6 couplete 
tnvestigation ef one of your N momely, the Fe Be 
to determine why tt te tmposet ble ate departuent te maintetn 


a record ae to crimes tn whitch Zegrees are outet ine comparable te 
tte record ae to ether crines. c 


fhte letter te betng sent to you without bet ung released 
to the press, and no publictty whatsoever te being given to tt 
other than pesstbdble diecvesten with members of our staff. TI 

expect te be tn Bashingten during the early part of January and 


world apprectate an opportua{ity te discuss tate matter further 
with pou tf you so destra, | ae 


xt 
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Very truly youre, 


2 
ae 
x . 


Thurgood Marshall 
Spectal Couneel 
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fr. Walter Mite 
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ldvenconant af Colored Peopte ALL INFORMATION CONTARED 
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In acoord with eur understanding, I wanted te bring te 
your attention a ettuation Riek te aus tg me tnoreastag concern. 
It relates te the repeated efferte upon the part of Mr. Thurgeed 
Marshall, Spee ta! Counsel af your Aseectatton, te endarrass the 
Federal Bureau af Investigation and to discredit tte trvestigation, 
perttoularly ef cases tnvelutag the cfutl righkte ef Negrees. This 
ettuatien fe of part toular cencern te me at this tine beeause 
Attorney General Clark has * ye te my ettentton 4 letter 
addressed to Atm by Mr. Marshall on Decenber 37, 1946, tn ted 
Mr. Marshall ts unfatrily orttical of the work of the Bureau ta 
investigating eases tnyolutng the otutl rights ef Negroes. 


Dear ur. Thttes 


As you know, I have endeavored threugh the years te se 
adnintster the work of the Federal Bureau of Investigation thet 
all ef tte work would be carrted out on 6 te tal, tuparttal, 
nonpartisan basts. Whenever infernat ten has been brought te my 

 ettentton alleging that an tndivtdual agent has not conducted 
hinaelf tn an enttrely ethtoal, fatr and tmpartial manner, I have 
f{mnedtately tritiated an adnints trative 2 end where the 
etrounstances justified tt, I have not hesttated to take drastic 
edninistratiue action. Despite these eafferte, however, tt does not 
appear that Mr. Marshall has eccepted the fact that the uren 
endeavors to do a thorough feb tn tte tnvestigative work, regardless 
of the tdentity eof the persons tnvelved tn the tnvestigation. 


I, of course, recognize the right ef Mr. Marshall te have 
@ personal optaten about the Byreau end I recognize hts right te 
ezpress that eptnten. I do think, however, that when Mr. Saran 

hts offtetal capactty, addresses e letter te the Attorney =~ 
a neral the United States relating te the work of the ede 

a. [X Bureau of Investigation he night reasonadly be expected te be 

oe 2 a es te the facts tn the t tust ten abeut Riek he conpletns. 
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J unfertuncte fact that the Federal tant 
Eetelettonse af tet rights ere net es bread or 
tee 68 they could be. It te a further fect thet & 
tes do not enbdrece all of the ettuations tn i 
the Bureau dae conducted tnvesttgattion and, threugh the & 1 
States Attorneys, presented the resulte tte investigation ae 
a grand Jury. 4 you realize, -hewever, the Federal Bureau GF 
Tavesttoation hase 2 whatseever te de with the stare % 
contest of Federal etatutes whteh ere tattiated, eppreved end 
placed on the etatute beeke by the Congress of the United States. 
If these statutes ere defective or tnadequate, the respenstbdtlity 
fe that ef Congress. I do not belfeve f te ethtceal or fetr of 
Mr. Marshall to charge the Bureau with derelietten of duty when 6 
grand jury Finde that a Federal statute has not deen yfelated or 
a petit jury Finde a defendant not guilty ef s utelation of g 
Federal atatute, despite the fact that the Bureau Aas conducted 


@ complete and therough tnvestigation of the facte tn a particular 
Pane, ee 


It ts 6 fact, as you know, that Mr. Thurgeed Marshall 
end Rte assoctates in the Legal Branch eof your Ae ee tat tes have 
not rendered full and complete cooperation te the Federal Bureau 
of Invest i pat ton, and thts leck of cooperation has not served te 
factlttate er tnprove’the work of the Bureaue As ao matter of 
Fact, I don't thtnk that the attttude and actions of Mr. Marshall 
end some of hte legal assoctates measure up te the etandarde 
cooperation which have been set by yeu tn your very efftctent | 
ednintstration of the affatre of the National Assectation fer the 
Advancenent ef Colored People. I, frankly, am trytag, personally 
and offtctally, to do everythtng posstble tn connectton with the 
etutl rights cases, and I know that you end I share ester uteus 
as to the problens tnvolved tn these cases. I do not belteve that 
the attatning eof the tdeal ebfecttves of eur nutual reepenetbtlittes 
in this fteld te rendered nore feastble or eertats by the ettitude 
repectedly dteplayed by Mr. Marshall. ; - 
: J have written you et sone eno ih’ about my views tn 
thts ettuation because f our “ee t at pou and I would 
9 85 


frankly bring to each other “e attenti tuattons whtohk we 
del teved regutred dtecusston and oN AN e 
With best wtehes and bingytoaree, 

bua Stncerely yours, 


J. Koger Bor 
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